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Editorial

The Ethiopian Economic Association (EEA) is willing
to seek new ways to be of better service to members

EEA is a vital, vibrant and vigorous professional association. This can be seen in many
wavs, including the publications of the EJE - Economic Focus and Research
Reports, It can also be seen in the rapid inereass of our membership. Currently, we have
1179 individual members, 121 associate and 26 ingtitutional members.  The attendance and
participution in the various forums ol the EEA have been very encouraging and the day-to-

day operations ef the agsociation comtinue to gain in strength and efficiency.

Fhe vitality of the association can be seen in the vigor of t!‘:z professional debates that take
place in the conferences. workshops and round table discussions.  Sometimes we became
rather animated with each other but that 1s because of our passion and concern for the issues
being discussed. What would be a major concern 15 if these was no debate and we were so
moribund as a professional associntion that we had no disagreements: If that were the case

we would mdeed be in serioys trouble.

This past year has seen many new initiutvies on the part of the EEA and we have built on the
initiatives started In presiows years.  Vision 2020 4 pant of the new dinection of EEA fo
address the core emerging social problems here in our country.  In the second forum of
Vision 2020, Dr Berhanu Newa presented his vision of brnging economic growth and

prosperity in Fthiopia, Dr. Berhanu’s brilliunt presentation has, as anticipated, attracted a

lurge audience.

The issues tht are diseussed i Viston 2020 e oo justa “wish list'. They provide solid
directions, which can he implementid using appropriate policy instruments and involve the
genuine purdicipation of the peaple. This particular forum has the objective ol breaking
through the boundaries of the paradigm of traditiond] societies such as ours, and Dr, Berhanu

has heen successTul in showing us how to break oul ol our vidious circle of poverty.

EEA will, T am sure, pickup the important issues discussed in Vision 2020 and conduct
detailed studies 10 realize this vision. To this end. we, the EEA. will keep on making.
developing and propesing progressive, responsive and eflective ceonomic proposuls for the

well being of our future generations.
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Ethiopia’s Fate After

[. Introduction

Lot us salk about 'p commumity of
people to whom contemplating what
its fate would be twenty-five vears
down the hine is a luxury, iF not an
altogether alien, even immical idea,
o community that has lef the mere
possihility of muking it to the nex
dav emtirely in the hands of God.
Mow, Lo extend an invitation 1o $uch
4 eommunity tooa serious discussion
about the fate!destiny of future
senerations may appear as nothing
more than an  invitalion o an
engagement  in commonplace
wizardey, or In an idle exercise that
1% tantamount to interfering in
God's divine dispensation, or even
following 2 dangerous course that
would bring doom on all of us [l
may not come as much of a surprise
that the idea of holding such
“useless” discussion to begin with
was mitiated by economists that
have a penchant for prediction, and
are continuously tying, in  the
process, to improve their technigues
and o ever consolidate  their
conviction that it is pessible 1o do
40, Mevertheless, (o cast into doubt
the usefulness at all of making
predictions about the future, for fear
that any such prediction may not
i be

tm  out a reality and,

accordingly, holding in derision

such an exercise is, on the one hand,

Berhanu Nega

Translated by Yonas Admassu

failing {0 rcalize the value of
thinking about the furmre, while, on
the other hand, it is 4 pretext on the
part of dle or dolent peaple for

evading disciplined thinking,

[t was some hundreéd and fiffy years
ago that the English clergyman and
economist, Thomas Robert Ma]thlis.‘
taking the then existing imbalance
between food pru-ductiun and the
increase in the world's population
as a point of deparfure, predicted a
precarigus future  for
Although the

predicion. was a liwle bit too

humanity.

economist’s

exaggerated and had at the time
opened the way for labeling
economics  with  the indecorous
epithet of ‘the dismal science’, the
underlving value of the prediction
has persevered as an enduring basis
of human knowledge. The central
thesis and aim of such a prediction
is that the rate of mcrease in human
should he
counterbalanced by at least an equal

[food]
mereaver,

population
rate  uof increase 00
production; that,
humanity should realize the danger
that the imbalance between the two
factors poses for its survival and,
therefore, either seek ways in which
food production could be increased
over and above the increase in
population or, conversely, regulate
and conirel the rate of the increase
in population,

One Generation

[fwe look deecper into thines as they
have been and as they are now, we
will realize that one of the
manitfestations of the differences
hetween development [civilization?]
and underdevelopment
[hackwardness?] s (granting  the
axistence of chance oCCurrénces)
the shility or inability [success or
failure] to think in a relinkle manner
about humamiy's future and, based
on such thinking. 1o come up with
plans for that future and to ensure
their  implementation.  The  basic
assumption of the natural sciences
is that natural phenomena operate
and interzct along the principles of
regularity and order. It is s
recopnition of these principles that
makes these sciences the disciplines
that they are and that serves as the
main drive for humanity to study
nature in @ scientific manner. It is
using these pringiples of regularity
and order as a point of departure
that humaniry theorizes about the
main tendencies and paiterns of the
operation of the phenomena; that it
tests the wvalidity of its theories
through repeated and continuous
experimentation, and  that it
predicts, correctly in the majority of
cases, the future wrends that the
waould

development of nature

follow. It is the ever-growing
knowledge that this scientific

appreach to nature has managed to
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develop that has radically altered
and  transformed  humanity's
material life, In contrast to this, a
society that considers the world as a
total mystery and an aggregate of
think  beyvond
fulfilling its day-to-day needs and

accidents  cannot
b in a pesition 1o plan ahead and
act accordingly. As long as such a
society cannot do so, the chances
for it to improve its livelihood 15 as
proportionally slim as its inability te
think ahead and act for a secured
flture,

| still clearly remember a debate
hetween intellectuals i MNew York,
which | was witness to when | was
doing my eraduate studies some
twenty years ago. There were two
among  the

positions  taken

intetHlectuals  concerning the
education of very small children
(berween the ages of | and 2),
Ornie side

these

maintgined  that, if
children  were sent 1o
special  schools  that would
enable them 1o broaden their
intellectual  capacities, thew
would mmdecd become the muore
intefligent and the smarter for all
that. The other side maintained
the  exaclt  opposile  position:
these children should be |eft
atone to play about, as children
in their age-range should, until
such time as they were actoally
ready  for school, for leaving
them be what they are would

make no difference at all on the

future development of  their
intellect The debate was
between  child  psychologists,

who claimed 1o have conducted
research  on the matter and
educationists, while the

Vol. 5 No. 4 / July 2003

community was closely
following up the debate. What
struck me as amazing was not
the debate itself. Rather, it was
the reaction of the community.
Yes, what amazed me was the
fact that there were couples who
did not have children ai the time,
but who were planning tc have
some in the near future and who
were  wishing w  have their
children enralled in such hig and
reputable universities. What was
amazing was the unrelenting
effort that such parents made to
have their future kids registered
in such special schools as the
two sides in the debate werl
talking-about, Imagine! Making
preparations now  about  what
university a- child not vet born,
even conceived, would po 20
vears down the line! Think of
how cerain such people are
about what the future holds for
them! Think ef their conviction
that they have about their ability
to direct the future of their
chitdren the way they want!
Think alsn of the preparations
they make s early  for
something that may happen in a
Uwenty-year  Hime span in the
future (such as saving money for
their children’s education)! One
can certainly conclude from all
this that such optimism about
lite has certainly contributed 2
good  deal (o the stage of
development  that  they have
reached at present. 1 think this is

ane of the sowces for the

difference between their
development and our
backwardness.

At any rate, these introductory
remarks are meant to point to the
value of such a discussion in
enabling us to map out, though
not with full certainty, bu
somehow broadly, the direction
that we, as a nation, could
possibly follow in the future,
The remarks are also intended as
a reminder that such a
discussion, heside helping us
ward off possible future risks
and dangers, has its use in
prodding us into desiring a better
life for the future and bringing
about the necessary arttitudinal
change that would enable us 1o
make such a life come true, if
not for us now, then for our
children. 1 also mean to use
these remarks as an expression
of my heartfell appreciation Lo
our  Association’s Executive
Committee for orgzanizing this
forum and, -alse, for inviting me
o address  this audience,
believing what | have Lo say
would contribute to the present
discussion.

This presentation is so organized
as w try to address, in the main,
the issues suggested by  the
arganizers in  the suggested
order Accordingly, the
presentation has four parts: The
first part EXAITIINES, as
thoroughly  as  possible,  the
situation in which our country and
its people find themselvey in; the
second and third parts deal with the
“predictions.” This section
particutarly addresses the guestion
uf what the existing  situations
would look like a generation from

now if they followed the existing
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rend and attempts to show the
transformations the economy would
if certain
direction were made to bring about
a better way of life, The fourth and
final section attempts to briefly

undergo changes of

answer the question of what would
need to be done if our vision must
translate into a concrete reality.
Along with this, it also attempts to
portray the future Ethiopia--what it
will look like--if and when these
important  issues  are  fully
addressed and realized. Before
getting into a discussion of the
main issues, however, | would like
to point oul two things (& my
audience:

1. Such an attempt as | am going

o make with regard 1o
addressing the issues outlined
above cannot claim 1o present
the full picture of what our life
looks like. This presenter is
therefore  forced to limil
himsell to addressing those few
issues that he considers are
very crucial. This does not
mean, however, that the 1ssues
not  addressed in  this
presentation are not
important or that they are of
little use. It only means that
my presentation is so geared
as to focus on our economic
life and highlight the main
issues in that respect,

2, However, such a

presentation  cannot  be
circumscribed  within  the
limits only of one social
science discipline
(economics, in this case).
The  approach  adopted,

Vol. 5 No. 4 / July 2003

therefore, s one  that
attempts to take into account
those aspects of our life that
fall outside of the strictly
economic  sphere, but
which, nevertheless, bear
upon our economic life. In
S0 doing, then, the
presentation refrains from
going into those fine details
as often is witnessed in
discussions and  debates
among
economics, Having pointed
ocut this, | shall now move
cn to tackling the main
issues this paper has set out

to addreds.

Il. The Current Situaticn
of Our Country

In order to answer the guestion
of  what
country would follow in the

direction a glven

future, one has to ask the
inevitable questions of what the
country's past was like, as well
as what situation it finds itself in
at present. Although 1 do have
neither the knowledge, unlike
Profésser  Bahiru, nor  the
necessary  cconomic  data  to
extend my exploration of the
country's past as far back as the
ume of Emperor Tewodres, |
believe it is possible o explore
the situation by at least starting
witht the 19505, during which
period proper collection and

documentation began,

A good indicator of Ethiopia's
general cconomic performance is
its gverall economic growth and

professionals  of

the associated per capita income.'
For the purpose at hand, the annual
rate of increase of this income is
sufficiently reliable to indicate
whether or not the population’s
livelihood has been improving,
According to the estimate based on
this  indicator, the  Ethiopian
economy has been growing at an
annual rate of 2.6% over the last
four decades. At the same time,
however, the population has been
growing atl an annual rate of a linle
over 2.6%. Precisely becsuse of
this, the people’s per capita income
has not only remained where it
had been at the time, it has, in
fact, deciined, however little the
amountl. The average per capita
income  (at 1930/81 constant
prices) was Birr 228 m [960/61
and Birr 257 in 1964/65, while the
average per capita income for
2001/02 was only Birr 261, and for
1995, Birr 244 only.

'"This can alse be broadly hased on the
combination of the three human development
imdices, s that adopled by the United
Matlong Development Frogram {namely, per
capita income, GEDP, longevity), However, as
Lhis would take us into oo many detnss that
may be of no relevance o the message | am
trving to get across; 1shall limit myself o
PETCApiLE income
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Table 1: The implementation of Ethiopia’s economic growth

25 |83 |2z |sz |fz |s=s

28 |g8 |g2 |82 |E'® |&=
Apriculture & allied activities 3.5 -1.5 1.7 2.1 0.6 1.4
Industry 74 4.7 5.6 1.0 ib 34
Distributive Services 82 4.9 6.5 18 25 35
Other Services 6.4 7.3 15 6.9 4.8 5.6
GDoDP 5.1 25 4.5 37 1.9 2.6
Per Capita GERP 2 (13 1.5 [ -0.9 -0
Per Capita GDP: Agrarian 0.7 -3.4 -(h8 -0.08 -2.2 -1.2
Per Capita GDP: Non-agriculture 23 [.6 24 4.3 2 0.8

|.9*

Mot While the figures for 1991592 and |$978E - 2001702 are simple arithmetic means, the rest have been estimated by OLS method.
* While the rate of growili is 1.5% when caleulated 1aking the simple average estimate into consideration, what 1 used for predicting the rate js the
2 A% estmate based an LS method

Table 2: Contributions of the various economic sectors towards overall economic growth

1991/92. 1960/61- 1974/75- 1960/61-
01/02 T3/74 9091 01703
| Agriculture and allied activities 18.5 385 6.5 308
| Industry 13.4 17.5 20.8 13.5
| Distributive Service 20.6 244 17.8 17.9
Oither Services 47.2 204 449 394
Public Administration and Defense 282 [ 2079 ]E..ai

Compared to Ethiopia, the rest of
the world has a record of improved
livelihood that  cannot  be
underestiimated For  instance,
dlthough the per capita income of
South Korea four decades ago was
double that of Ethiopia for the same
period, nevertheless, both countries
were  classified in  the ‘same
economic category (that of poor
countries), And vel, because of the
specdy growth rate that it recorded

in the last four decades, South

per capita income was USD110 in
1963, that of Ethiopia was a mere
USD57 for the same vyear, After
forty years the gap between South
korea and Ethiopia has more than
doubled, as a result of which South
Korea's per capita income for 2001
had reached USD9104, while that of
Ethiopia was a mere USD9T. This
South-East  Asian
Crisis was over. If we take the

was  after  the

figures prior to the crisis and look at

South Korea's per capita income for

Our econemy has not scored any
structural change in the course of
such a long time. The majorty of
the people are still scraping through
life by means of a highly backward
agricultural BCONOMY totalty
dependent on nature as it is. Even
worse, as the size of the country’s
population continuously increases,
the per capila income gained
from this economic sector has

been declining, as a result of
which the people have reached a

stage where they could even barely

Korea now  finds itself in  the 1997, we see that it was
. : ‘ ) . L make it through life.
category of rich countries. USD11,675, while that of Ethiopia gh

Accordingly, while South Korea's

was g mere USDI0G.

an Economic Association
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The per capita income from the declining at the rate of 1.2% per Because the industrial and service
agricultural  sector has  been annum for the last 42  years, sectors’ share of GEP has shown
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some improvement, the livelihood
of that population engaged in
gconomic activities outside of the
agricultural sector has managed to
stay  afloat. Ewen then, the
improvement these sectors have
shown is really not something we
can speak of as worthwhile. The per
capita income of the- population
engaged outside of the agricultural
sector has been increasing at an
annual rate of 0.8% in the period
under consideration.  Thus a
farmer’s per capita income that was
Birr 194 in 1960/61 {at [980/81
constant prices) and Birr 198 in
1464/65 dipped to Birr 144 and Birr
[14 in 2001402 and 200203,
rcspcc:ti;ely. In contrast to. the
agricultural  seector, the average
income of the population outside of
the agricultural sector was Birr 519
in 1960/61 and Birr 731 in 1964763,
whereas the average income for this
sector, which was Bimr 968 in
2001062, has declined to Birr 953 in
200203, Because of this, the gap in
average icome of the urban
population and that of the rural
population, which was about two
and half times in 1960/61, jumped
to three and half times in 1964/65,
This gap increased to over seven
times Jast year (2001/02), while in
the current vear it has increased to
about cight and a halfl times.. In our
couniry, where the large majority of
the population lives in tural areas,
we need no further evidence than
poverty
situation of the rural population to
demonstrate what kind of pitiable
livelihood the rural population and,
majority of the
leads.
Although, relatively speaking, the

the EvEr-worsening

theretfore, the

country’'s population

Vol. 5 No. 4 / July Z003

livelihood of the urban population
appears better than that of the rural
population, there are concrete data
that confirm the  increasing
proliferation of poverty in the urban
areas as well  According to
povernment estimates, the size of
the urban poor has increased by
2% in the five years between

199596 and 1999/00,

Incidentally, one
through  the
documents to figure out that these

need not ogo
pages of many
figures are not exaggerated. It is not
difficult w grasp how much of a
riddle life has become for the rural
population when we consider e
increasing  size of the country’s

minimum amount of food reguired
just to survive. At the time of the
great famine that oceurred during
Emperor Haile Selassie’s reign (the
1973 famine) the number of peaple
that couldn't feed themselves was
estimated, at the maximum, at 1.5
million, while the areas of the
country victimized by that famine
was mostly confined to the northern
part, The famine that occurred in
| 985, during the Derg regime, and
which is said to have been
exceedingly afflicted
about 6 million people, while it

large-scale,

proliferated into areas in the eastemn
parts of the country as well, While
the number of farmers unable to
feed themselves due to the current
famine has increased to about 14
million, the number of farmers
depending on the charity of others
every year, even in peaceful times
with no famine, has increased to 6
million. The wraditional method of

farming, which has remained

unchanged for centuries, coupled
with the ever-increasing size of the
country’s population, has rendered
some areas completely
uninhabitable. The size of the rural
population during the 1973 famine
was estimated at about 29 million,
Today, this number has grown to
about 58 million.
The consequences of economic
failure are not limited to economic-
related dssues. The trbulence it
creates in our social and potitical
life will mevitably hurl us nto the
vicious eycle of poverty.

The relative
Ethiopia of the 1970s, but especially

backwardness of

the sense of loss and national
humiliation that came in the
of the 1973 famine,
coupled with the weaknesses of the

footsteps

intellectual class (elite) of the time
and its inability to bring about even
1 modicum of change, gave birth to
the 1974 revolutionary upheaval
Because it couldn’t bring about
even a moderate reform, the
intellectual class of that period
abandoned the movement for ill-
considered  extremist ideological
positions and delivered the society
to the 1974 social upheaval and,
eventually, to an excruciatingly
terrible military regime. In  the
seventeen vears that that regime
lasted, it bequeathed us not enly
poverty and deprivation, but even
worse, a psvchological pain and
rrauma that we have not still been
able to emerge from. That regime,
completely blinded by arrogance
and ignorance, estahlished
administrative structures that served

as nothing more than organs of
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suppression and wanton killings and
subjected even the most routing
individual and household decisions
to be governed by the will of the
government. Even when the power
of the imperial regime was at its
maost absolute, life was considered a
sacred thing better left in the hands
of God. But the Derg regime turmned
this life into some cheap thing that
could be dispensed with according
to the whim and fancy of some
armed kebefe thug, a commaonplace
phenomencon totally at the merey of
the will of the
Protecting one's offspring against

povemmenl.

imminent danger is an instihctive
impulse, not only of human beings
hut of animals as well. At that time,
however, the Derg regime had so
completely emascutated the society
of its dignity and valor that people
were helplessly watching when their
children were snatched out of their
bosoms and massacred in broad
daylight. The inability of the society
to stand up against those terrible
moments as one nation, coupled
with some minor ethnic grievances
that prevailed at the time, paved the
way o power for forces that opted
for ethnic rather than country-wide
solutions for the existing problems,
This, in turn, resulted in the relative
undermining of the accord that
existed among the different ethnic
groups populating the society. All
this loss of confidence in one's
country, which is a result of the
upheaval suffered by the society,
rendered fleeing one’s own counlry,
which was considered humiliation
during the Emperor's time, a
national phenomenon to be keenly
wished and longed for. Morcover,
the ever-worsening poverty and

administrative  injustice, coupled
with certain backward aspects of
cultural tradition, opened the door
for unseemly cultural practices that
formerly were there, but which, as a

resull  of modemn

education,
particularly in urban centers, began
to rear their heads, overwhelming
the psvchological makeup of a good
portion of our society, Envy,
pessimism, despair and loss of self-
confidence have come to constitute
the deep-rooted core of the society’s
psychological wound, creating an
environment too inauspicious for

development and growih.

The international situation that®
developed in the aftermath of the
coltapse of the Derp regime and the
fragmentation of the former Soviet
Union had, at the time, opened, on a
limited basis to be sure, a new vista
and wshered in a new hope for
Ethiopia. Although the extremist
spcialist position of the EPRDF ai
the time, the ethnic orientation of its
organization, and the secession of
Eritrea that came along with all this
had created a high suspicion among
many peaple, some measures taken
since the trapsitional government,
particularly the right to freedom of
expression  (together with the
profiferation of the free press).
incorporating this and such rights
into the canstitution, the
temperance, for the most part, of the
gross human rights violation that
was characteristic routine during the
Derg creating  broader
opporiunity for the development of
the private sector, etc. were all
measures that perhaps sparked some
hope that our future would, after all,
be a promising one. On the other
hand, however, such actions of
human nghts violations and,
sometimes, massacres  based on

regime,

cthnicity (e.g. Beddenno, Weter,
ete.), to such an extent as has never
been witnessed in the country’s
history, and appearing as if they had
all the blessing of the government,
have cast pgloom over the
burgeoning optimism of the people.
Although the new regime has
managed to greatly reduce s crude
show of force, as used to be the case
with the Derg regime, it has used
the extensive administrative
network that it bequeathed from the
Derg regime to  demonstrate o
citizens employed by it that
disagreement with, or opposition to,
the government could mean losing
one’s job and, thus, facing
economic hardship. (One need only
recall the teachers expelled from the
Addis Ababa University.) The new
regime has also gone  into
competition with the private sector
by establishing huge enterprises
owned and controlled by the ruling
party and, even going further steps
from intimidating private business
persons o incarcerating  those
whom it considers have gone
beyond the confines prescribed by it
and hawve, therefore, dared 1o
challenge it. In so doing, it has
continued to inculeate in the minds
of the people the idea of the
sovereignty or supremacy aof the
government and its dominance over
the people in ways that nobody ever
suspected would happen,

Consequently, although the political
and social distraction and turmoil
that | mentioned above, which were
widespread during the Derg regime,
are not currently as bad as they
were then, one cannot, m all
honesty, say they have been
fundamentally removed. There still
exist instances of human rights
mistrust

violation, the mutual
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among nationalities still has not
improved, il not getting worse;
because of the fact that losing

confidence in one’s own country

and the attending phenomenon of

fleeing to other countries have
become so deep-rooted, any hope
that remains of the youth (including
children of the elite/intellectual
class) for a better life in this country
has completely  diminished (so
much so that we have reached a
stage where geiting the opportunity
to go out of the country and not
using that opportunity to do so is
considered mere  stupidity). [t
appears that the government's
absolute dominance, rather than
being on the wane, s, in fact
getting ever stronger. After 12 vears
in power, the EPRDF has simply
proved incapable of building the
democratic svstem  of governance
that the majority of the population
believes to be fundamentally correct
and just. Moreover. our humarnity
and dignity, which the Derg regime
had managed to smother in Ffear
through vears of cruel persecution,
still has not managed to extricate
itself from the hole It has hidden
tself in. | would venture to say
that, perhaps, the EPRDF's greatest
weakness lies in the fact that it has
not been able to emancipate the
individual Ethiopian from this fear,
It appears to me, therefore, that our
fate; our future hangs precariously
between our ability to achieve this
internal freedom and our failure to

do so;

| can clearly understand that this

picture | have attempted to paint of

our present situation appears very
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dismal. But [ also believe that we
can indeed live a better life. For this
to happen, however, there are many
bold steps that we have to take both
as individuals and as one country.
Linless this 15 made to happen, [ can
imagine, the resulting scenario
could even be worse than it is now.
The next section aftempls o
demonstrate both the virtues and

vices of the situation.

Befors proceeding 1o the next
section, however; allow me to give
a short answer to a question that
may be bothering vou even as |

ik,

who 15

cumgent

predicament we fin ourselves in?

speak  now,  namely,

responsible  for  the

The answer | have to this question
is very simple. It is all of us. As
much as the intellectuals who
prodded the 1974 social upheaval
anto a course of extremism, the pre-
revolution elite of Haile Selassie’s
regime that were too impotent to
urge Haile Selassie’s government to
bring about ¢ven a4 minor reform,
our religious leaders who failed 10
speak out even one word against the
gruesome persecution and massacre
inflicted on the population by the
Derg, and all those who simply
chose to watch quietly all that
injustice and atrocity as long as they
were not personally affected, all
these groups as well cannot elude
being
Answerability to history is not a

answerable  to history,
monopoly  of enly those who
engaged in, or were accomplices fo,
evil deeds. Those who were not of
the resolve and willingness to
prevent evil deeds from happening
will be held accountable as well.

II1. What Form Could the Life
of Ethiopians Assume in
the Future if Things Werc
to Follow the
Trend of Development?

Existing

Any prediction about what kind of
situation would emerge after a
given period of time largely
depends on the wvalidity of the
assumptions (orming the basis of
the prediction. To the extent that
these assumptions, serving as points
of departure, change, the resulis of
the prediction based on  those
assumptions also change. Moreover,
there are many variables that, in
practice, determine the outcome of
human behavior and activities. It is
impossitle, therefore, to include all
these wvariables in our attempt to
predict the future. Accordingly,
there s no alternative to basing the
prediction on a narrower maodel that
would enable us to indicate the
general direction of the
development Process,
Conseguently, the variables that |
used to indicate our future direction
mainly are  population  size,
population  settlement, especially
rural-urban population distribution,
and estimates about minor changes
to be made with repard to capital
productivity, Before going into this,
however, let me start with the
question: If everything continued to
operate along the same line as it
does now, what kind of economic
situation will emerge by the year

2020, Ethiopian calendar?

As we all know, we have, in the last
forty years and under dilferent
regimes, recorded varying rates of
economic growth. Taking the 44-
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vear ‘average estimate in one lump
will not serve as a good indicator of
what the future will possibly have in
store for us. As indicated in the
tables above, different growth rates
have been recorded during the three
regimes of the Emperor, the Derg
and, now, the EPRDF. If we leave
the period of the Derg regime out of
consideration because of the fact
that the country's economic activity
was dl its worst (considering that
the average per capita income was
declining at the rate of 1% per
annum ), we will see that the rate of
growth
impertal regime and, now, at the
ime of the EPRDF, approximate
each other (considering that in both

economic during  the

regimes the average per capita
income has grown by 1.5% per
annurm},  Moreover, when we
consider these two regimes, because
the EPRDF’s regime has shown a
minor improvement, particularly in
the macro-economic sector, and
also  because this period is the
closest to the future, it would be a
better alternative to take the
economic growth achieved under
EPRDF as a peint of departure for
our prediction, Ewven this has iis
own problems, however, And that
problem is that, the economic
petformance undertaken in the years
that EPRDF has been in power are
not homogeneous. They have been
highly inconsistent. For instance, if
we divide the 12 years EPRDF has
been in power into two equal parts,
we see that the in first six years the
GDP of the country had been
growing at the rate of 3.1% per
annum, whereas during the second
six-year period, the growth rate has

declined by half, recording a growth

rate of only 2.5%. Because of this,
while during the first half the
average per capita income was
growing at the rate of 2% per
annum, during the second half,
however, it has been declining by
0.13% per annum.

Consequently, the possibility of
definitely determining which period
constitutes a good point of
departure to predict what will
happen in the future if things
continue along the same line as they
are doing now is debatable. In order
to have some idea of what things
2028, the
estimates for the prediction made o
the basis of four different situations

would look like in

{namely: the average growth rate
during the first half of EPRDF
regime; the whole peried of
EPRDF; the second half of EPRDF
regime; and the last 42 years} are
given below in Table 3. To show
whal the situation would look like
in the wyear 2028,
assumptions have been

some  initial
made:
namely;

[. On the basis of the existing

population census, the country's
124.5
million in the year 2028, of which
78% or 96.7 million will be
constimted by  the  rural
while the
population will have a share of
27.8 million;

population would reach

population, urban

2, The existing output elasticity of
capital (0.17%) continues and
assume that for every 1% increase
in capital, production will grow
by 0.17% (this estimate has been

arrived at  through  growth

regression). And the investment
will continue ‘with the same trend
a5 Now,

3. Economic and other policies,
particularly the settlement pattern
of the population will continue to
follow the existing trend;

4, Other situations will continue
to follow the same trend as the
existing one,

Taking these assumptions as a point
of departure, and if the existing
rend of development continues into
the year 2028, it will not be difficult
to see the economic difficulties we
are going to face. As has been
indicated in Table i, 1ff we take as a
point of departure the rate of growth
during the first six vears of the
EPFRDF, during which relatively
better economic activities had been
wimessed, we will see that our
society’s livelihood will make only
some improvement. Accordingly, in
the wyear 2028, the population's
annual per capita income  will
increase to Birr 659, of this amount,
the rural population's annual
income will be Birr 195, while that
of the urban population will be Birr
2274, This means that, while the
livelihood of the rural population
will improve by 50%, that of the
rural population will improve by
more than two and half times.
Similarly, the disparity in income
between the rural and wrban
population will grow by more than
11 times of what it 5 currently.
Mind you, however, that the basis
of this estimate is supposed to be

the very best!
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Table 3: Ethiopia's economic situation 25 years from now, if the current trend of economic growth

continues unchanged
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[T we take g5 our point of departuee
the whole period EPRIDF has. been
in power and forecast what things
would look lke in 2028, we will see
that the coonomie sitbation will
even be worse than what has been
indicated i the preceding estimate
Accordinglv.  while the national
average per ¢apita income will be
Birr 5400, the wverage annmudl sncome
of farmers will plummet w Birr
[ 32 nf

popalation. will dipo 1o Bir 22790

while tha the urhan
Whiat this means Is that the daily
inceme of the country's population
in the said vear, which is estimated
to Bt the 100 million mark, wiil be
only 33 Ethiopian cents (the dailv
stands  at 36

income  currently

Ethiopian cente).

MNow, iF we take the second half of

EPRDOF s regime as our point of
departure, what awaits us in the
vear 2028 is reallv scary. I our
ceonomy continues following the
of growth, the

papulation’s per capita income will

current  trend

Vol. 5 No. 4 / July 2003

dip furthier 10 Birr 541 and the

annual  mcome of the rural
population will deeline 1o Birr 92,
while that of the urban pepulation
Birr 2104, This

situation further reduces the dailv

witl dechine 1o
income of the tural population to 17

Cthiopian cents,

1 swe take the last 42 years as our
hasis for forecasting how things
would ook like in the year 2028,
we will see that the national average
per capita mcome will be a mere
Birr 346 and the annual income of
the rural population will be Birr
113, that of
peputation will plummet to a mere
1137 Birr® What has been so far
described zood

while the urban

represents i

*Aceonding 1o these foreeasts, the repson for
the disparity between the incomes of the
rural and urhin populations is the difTerence
between the growth rae of the two sectors,
as indicated n the  different  periods
considered g5 points of  departure. A<
indicated in Table 1, of the periods ather than
the first half of EPRDF's regime, the only
period during which fast economic growth in
the apricultural sector was withessed. was
that of Haile Selussie’s perind

indicator of what we will run into in
the year 2028 1f our econemic
erowth were 1o fellow the existing
trend; Even this provides us with
(L] ST
of

only a egeneral picture,

thorough understanding, the

situation,

To understand the gravity of the
situation, let us take famine as one
example: The number of people
that have fallen victim to the current
famine 15 estimated to have reached
the 14 million mark this vear. The
number of victims  has been
mereasing on the average by 3.4%

bétween 1979 2003,
Accordingly, 1f we assume that the

and

number of victims would increase at
this rate annually (this figure may
rather increase due to population

erowth and environmental
degradation) and  the  trend
continues, the number of the

country's farmers that will fall
victim to famine in the year 2028 is
estimated to reach the 50 million
mark, and this figure constittes
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52% of all farmers and 40% of the
country's total population. Now,
mind you, if our future life keeps on
following the current trend, a
generation down the line, half of the
rural population will be forced to
depend on food handouts just to
survive. In other words, half the
country’s population will end up
becoming beggars.

This Kind of proliferation of poverty
in the couniry is sure to affect other
aspects of our life. If, therefore, the
situation continues at the current
trend, our very dream of living in
peace will itself be thrown jnto
doubt
psychological crises that have come
i of the
ecanomic conditions over the past

The political, social and

in the foolsteps poor
forty wyears will inevitably head for
the waorse. The worsening poverty
situation, coupled with the mutusl
suspicion among the different ethnic
groups, would more than likely
encourage divisive forces whe are
after solutions inimical 1o our vision
of Ethiopianness, and not paying
heed 1o this possibility s, once
again, to fail to learn from the
lessons of history, Moreover, as the
intensity of the poverty the country
i5 expeniencing now increases, by
that much will favorable conditions
be created for all sorts of religious
(fundamentalists) 0

Aourish. And that such & situation

extremists

will put to the test the long-standing

mutual respect and coexistence
among the different religions of the
of the
emblems of our pride as a country,
cannot be doubted. For one who

observes closely, the symptoms of

country, which 15 one

such a trend are clearly visible and
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widespread in our society. Probably
one of the phenomena that is
gaining ground, and that appears to
be following a danperous course, is
the increasing competition in
construction of places of worship by
all religious groups. It has always
been common practice for people
turn to their respective deities when
the material life they lead becomes
confusing and dismal. In this
regard, [ think the difference among
people lies, on the one hand, in the
difference in outlook between those
who turn to their deity secking
spiritual nurture and fortitude in the
their day-to-day struggle to improve
their material life and, on the other®
hand, those who use spiritual life as
an escape mechanism  from  the
material world and as a hideout and
pretext for those who are too
indolent to engage in activities
necessary for the success of the
world’s development, Although one
cannol predict the type of reception
both types of people may get in the
hereafter, one cannot be in any
doubt as to the much better marterial
life the former type would live here
on earth.

The paradox in this scenario is that,
compared with the proliferation of
religions  with the speed of
brushfire, one cannot see the same
degree  of consolidation of the
peaple’s mentality in the moral and
ethical domains of their life.
Contrary to such expectation, what
one sees is the people’s moral and
ethical wvalues being constantly
eroded. It has now become a rare
phenemenon to find people in the
employ of the government that do

not steal or cheat Getting rich

quick, instead of working hard and
making wealth, has become a feat
of courage and an emblem of
intelligence among those with the
capital to invest. We have reached a
time when mutual trust s fast
about  the
people write to each other,

disappearing checks

When it comes to our intellectuals,
speaking one’s mind and being
ready to take the consequences
(AOGTF -PTIE Pefind “7RL),
which once was the hallmark of
genuing intellecruality, is now
considered a principle only of the
naive, otherwise the war cry of
adventurers, not something 1o be
expected from “mature
intellecals”™ The motto of legal
professionals  that “one against
whom justice has been delayved is
one W whom justice has been
denied” has practical implications
only tor the feremis, who had the
misfortune  of being  overlooked
when God was meting out Patience
to his creatures, The motio has no
place whatsoever with our people,
who are “armed to the teeth with
that everlasting Patience!™ It
appears that, among many of our
professionals, justice, instead of
being something they should seck
as an outcome of the profession
they are into, has become a chance
occurrence that they run into by
accident. Generally speaking, moral
degeneration in our society has
reached that stage where it has
affected

linguistic

even our day-to-day
Thus

*stealing’ has been transformed into

transaction.
‘conducting business'; ‘letting a
student cheat on exam” has become
‘assigning work'; 'bribing" has, in a
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sudden of  generosity,

become ‘putting & mouthful of food

gesture

into someone’s mouth', so on and
so forth, Unless our poverty and
reversed
through the concerted ¢ffort of all of
us, the impending social chaos is

ceonomic  failure are

something that should prod us into
thinking  seriously. Obviously,
when | say all this, | am not in any
way implying that everybody has
become as degenerate as all that,
We still have lots and lots of people
who are genuine and honest in their
workplaces. But when we lpok at
the general trend in this respect, we
see that there are signg that the size
ol such honest and genuing people

is gradually shrinking.

I'V. Is It Possible to Attain a
Better Life than What
We Have?

Could our Ethiopia’s future become
better than it is now? My answer to
this question is not only in the
positive, but | also believe that the
solutions  to our problems  are
staring us right in our faces, But it
must be noted that a better life for
Ethiopia can be attained if, and only
if, we, as ane society, accomplish
the so many things that must be
accomplished, not if we just sit
arpund and keep on praving, [ will
come back to this point later on.
Prior to that, | would like to focus
on what our future life would look
like in terms of our econzmic

development.

As 1 have indicated earlier, any
forecast made about the future is
determined by the nature of the
assumptions one starts out with. The
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forecasts presented above are based
on the assumption that the existing
policies and the general trends we
are currently following  will
continue along the same line, with
little or no change. One of these
assumptions has to do with the
industrialization
strategy of the present regime, It is

agriculture-led

my opinion that, because this
strategy has been founded on an
economy that has for long been
weak, it has slowed down the
progress of our economic growth, Tt
is also my conviction that, instead
of persisting on this strategy, we
would be able to score a much
better result if more attention wgre
given to those dynamic economic
sectors that can flourish better than
hitherto. To show that what T am
suggesting would work berter, let
me take as an example one of the
factors that put the rural economy in
difficulty, namely, the size of the
rural population,

When we look at the pattern of the
rural-urban population distribution,
we see that about 85% of the
population live in the rural areas,
while the remaining 15 % live in
urban centers, This pattern of
settlerment  has  resulted in the
gradual  diminishing of  the
landholding size in the rural areas,
For instance, the average household
landholding size, which was 2
hectares in the 1970s, had declined
to | hectare towards the end of
2000. This gradual and continuous
diminishing of the rural landholding
size is the result of the increase in
size of the rural population,
Incidentally, even with such
scenario, the number of farmers
with no plot of land to their name
amounts to about 11% of the rural

population. In addition to the
increase in the total population size
of the country, the reason for the
increase in the size of the rural
population was the deliberate policy
of reducing the number of people
migrating from rural areas to urban
centers once the 1975 land reform
proclamation had been issued. For
instance, while the rate of increase
in the size of the urban population
for the period between 1960 and
1975 was 4.8%, after the land
reform, the rate had decreased to
3.2%. From that period until 1997,
the rate of urbanization increased by
amere 2.1%.°

One of the assumpt;‘ons I based my
forecast of future trends is that this
raral-to-urban  migration
follow the same trend as that during
Haile Selassic’s period. Basing
ourselves on this assumption, and
the trends of our

wiould

looking  at
economic growth, we will have a
better economy in 2028 than we
would if the current trend of
economic growth continued,
Accordingly, as | have indicated
above, the mural-urban population
distribution pattern that would be
78% and 22%, respectively, for the
rural areas and wurban centers if the
current  trend  continued,  ihe
distribution pattern by 2028 would
have been 40% for the urban centers
and 60% for the rural areas if the
growth rate of urbanization had
followed the trend during the
regime of Haile Selassie. This
change in the pattern of seitlement
of the country’s population will
bring about a considerable change
in our ecconomic development,

"For further details, plesse see the article
“The Role of Urbanization in Socio-
Economic Development Process”, by lean-
Meric Cour, Berhmnu and Befekadu,
EEA/EEPRI, 2003,
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Tabie 4: The faceof our economy after 25 years il the rural population size were 40%.

= WI|EF I 1= S Per Capita income
Basis for prediction of 8 e B S E g
cconomic growth rate EEE|<L % < ug 'g Mon-
a=% | 38" |5S% Overall | Agriculture | agricultural
S = .'E = a = sectors
First hall of EPRDF Regime 132091 1E846 113245 1861 2532 ZX74
Comparison 1.6 1.3 l
EPRDF (Whole} 124664 14158 [ 10506 1061 190 2219
Comparison 1.7 13 ]
Second  hall of  EPRDF L13I646 BRGT L4779 913 g 2104
Fepime
Comparison 1.7 1.3 I
Last 47 wears® 68336 10917 ST619 55} 146 L 157
Clomparisan 1.7 1.3 I

*The current trend compared 1o what wauld happen in 2028 1F the current trend continuel to follow the same pattern.

As indicated above in Table 4, the
average national per capita income
would be 60-7T0% and the rural
poptlation’s income would grow by
36% by only making the suggested
changes: compared with  what
would happen if such chanpes were
niot made. Accordingly, the average
per capita income, which was 590
according to estimates based on the
whele period of EPRDF as a point
of departure, would grow to Birr
1001 when using Haile Selassie’s
period as 4 point of departure, while
the rural population's average per
capita income, which was Birr 122,
using the EPRDF estimates as a
base, would grow to Birr 190, On
the basis of these estimates, the
existing rural poverty situation,
which would have worsened by
6.2% if we followed the existing
trend, would, by 2028, be reduced
by 22% by simply changing the
rural-urban population distribution
sugpested by the

estimates in Table 4. This 15, of

patiern, as
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course, assuming that  urban

productivity  would  follow  the
existing trénd and population size
would remain unchanged over the
Another

assumption outside of this is that

projected period.

the reduction in the rural
population size will bring about
no  change whatever  on
agricultural production, and this
assumption is a legitimate one
that will create no controversy.

It is my conviction, however,
that we can effect an even better
economic change. Just to indicate
look
some of the

some  possibilities, let s
further inio
assumptions that we previously
picked up for our forecast and see
what changes they will bring about
in our economy in the year 2028. To
demonstrate this, in addition to the
urban/rural population distribution
pattern, the following will be taken
into consideration;

Echiopian Economic Association

First, let us assume that urban
productivity, and particularly
the productivity of  the
make

industrial sector, will

considerable enough an
improvement over the very low
level it is at now; lel us further
assume that, in order for this 1o
happen,
capital 1o the

the contribution  of
growth  of
production will increase from
the current 0.17 to the 0.33
leve] that we witness i other
countries {for this to happen, in
tum, we need to use all the
available instruments  of

production  to  ther optimal

then
assume that, becaose of these

capacity); and let us,

changes, the industrial sector of
the economy will grow by
10.6%,

Secondly, lel us assume the
productivity  of  the  rural
farmers (iabor, not land,
productivity) shows an increase
over the current capacity (since,
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especially, the decrease in the
rural population size and the
concomitant increase in the
urban population will increase
the demand for agricultural
products) and, for that reason,

agricultural  production  will

increase at an annual rate of

4% [Incidentally, it is my
belief that,
effectively utilizes the water

if the country

and does
particularly restore to operation
such dams as Tana-Beles and
Alwero, which stopped
operation and have since been

resources it has

condemned to idleness, and
resumed irigation projects, we
would even perform better to

increase agricultural
production owver the 4%
indicated above. For
instance, if the 55 thousand
hectare Tana-Beles

development project were to
resume, it would be possible
to raise the current

agricultural production by
over 3%, This means that the

preduction thus obtained would
feed a population of not less
than 3.7 million for six months.

The effect would double if we
were 1o assume a production
capacity of twice a year].

3. Thirdly, let us assume that
we could reduce the growth
rate of the population by
about 0.4% by resorting to
different policies, Then,
through a combination of all
these different efforts and
measures, we could increase
the growth of our economy by
an average annual rate of 8.9%.

Table 5: The face of our economy after 25 years il we could use the cnpkmi and manpower we have more or less

cifectively
| - ) E - 3 % E y ¥ Per Capita income
Basis for predictionof  [F . 83|12 _ E% H b cE g £ oy
geamomic growihrave ﬁ ST EE g T4 £ s ;E E E Overall | Agriculture | agricultural
E N ; g .“.: = sectors
If inefficiencies Were 178531 21462 157069 1623 325 3570
meaningful reduced
Comparison
First half of EPRDF's regime 2.5 (] 1.6
EPRDF's regime (whole) 28 2.7 1.6
Second half of EPRDF's 3.0 35 1.7
regime
The past forty years 4.7 2.9 3.1

The current trend compared to what would happen in 2028 if the current trend continued to follow the same pattern.

If we could do all this, we would be
able to increase our overall national
per capita income from the current
244 Birr by over six and half times
to Birr 1623, Similarly, farmers’
average income would increase
from the current 114 Birr to Birr
3235, a three-fold increase, while the

urban population’s average per

capita income would increase three
and a half times to Birr 3570 1f this
trend continues, rural poverty would

decrease from the current level by
about 47%.

So far, | have attempted 1o
demonstrate that, if we could make
some changes in our policies and
the directions we follow, we could
bring considerable change in the
lives of our people. In my opinion,
all this is only a small fraction of
what we could do, It is still my
conviction that we could bring

about even a much better change to
our economy than what has been
outlined above. As I have explained
above, when | was comparing the
growth rates of South Korea's and
Ethiopia's economy, the fact that
there are couniries that scored an
economic growth rate much higher
than what | have indicated here is
something we have witnessed in
recent history. Unless we believe
that we Ethiopians, as a race, have
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been cursed with a peculiar gene
that makes us susceptible to
powerlessness  and  incapacity, |
certainly am not of the belief that
there is any material cause tha
wolld prevent us from following in
the footsteps of other countries that
fave attained fast cconomic growth.
Even worse, indulging in some
fantasy about God loving us so
much that He  deliberately
multiplied our tribulations in order
to test the extent of our fortitude is,
| believe, a transgression
unpalatable  even o religious
precepts. Rather, the reason for the
disarray we are in and, also, a
pointer to the solutions we scek, is
the fact that we, both as individuals
and as @ community, have not been
able to make both the atdiudinal and
pdministrative  changes necessary

for our economic growth and
prosperityv. It is with the main
changes that need to be made that |
am goinge to deal with the following

sectian,

V. What Do We Need to Do

in Order to Improve

Our Livelihood?

Conventionally, students of social
growth, but particularly economist,
gsed o limit the  differences
between  the
different  countries  to the
insufficient presence of such factors
ns savings and investment, which
are  suppesed 1o contribute  to
economic and social prowth. But
from the perspective of the
literature on growth, the differences
between countries has been found

not to be confined only to the extent
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growth  rates  of

to which the size of investment is
The difference
between the growth rate of South
Korea and Ethiopia, which | talked

greater or lesser,

about earlier, can never be
explained m terms of investment
flow alone, While South Korea, at
the time, was investing 19% of its
annual production, its average per
capita income was growing at the
rate of more than 10% at the current
LisD,
Ethiopia, on the other hand, has

purchasing  power of
been investing 14-16% of its annual

preduction  during  the  current

regime. lis average per capita
income, however, grew at the rate
of 2.3% at the current purchasing
power of USD. Consequently, the®
gap created in growth rate between
the two countries { 100% difference
in growth, in favor of South Korea)
could not have been caused by
differences in size of investment
glone, Because of this; a growing
number of researchers in the area of
economic growth, but particularly
experts in the history of economic
growih, are mcreasingly advancing
the wiew that the difference in
countries

prowth  rate berween

revolves around differences  in
attitudinal, religious, administrative
dnd psychological wvalues. For my
part, although [ do not have a broad
historical knowledge 1o support my
claim in favor of this view; when |
assess the past forty years and the
current situation in the history of
our country's development, |
strongly believe that the said
values will certainly determine
our country's fate down the line.
Among the walues enumerated
above, since some of them are
too close to our hearts and too

delicate, and because they have also
been with us for very long, they
cannol be altered that easily. As far
a5 my convictions go, however,
there is no doubt in my mind thal
they must be changed. It 15 also my
conviction that, what should invire
debate 18 not that some of these
values need to change. Rather, the
debate has to do with the fact that,
when we go about trying 1o make
changes, the process we should
follow must be based on educating
the population and must  be
undertaken such that it does not
offend the
people, or does not invite their

sensibilities of  the

protest. So the questions we ask
must be: How should we go about it
all? Of any strategies we think of,
which one would work best 1o the
satisfaction of everybody? Only
this, | believe is debatable, not that
changes must be made,

A country's cconomic growth is a
result of the collective effort of
individuals 1o improve  their
livelihood.  Accordingly, policies,
institutions  and  sitrategies  that

enhance  people’s  initiative and

enterprising  spirit  are reguired,

Over and above that, however,

individuals should convince
themselves that the efforts they
make can bring abowt considerable
change in their livelihood, In other
words, although they may believe
that external forces (e.g.
God, etc.)

possibly exert influence on the steps

government, could
they take in their lives, they should
also convince themselves that their
own effort and desire to improve
would

their lives primarily

determines the future course their

Ethiopian Economic Association
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livelihood is likely to take and that
these forces “would help us and
strengthen our will rather than being
hindrances to the effort we make”
Ihat is to say, it is when people
with  hope  and  émpowerment
constitute the majority of a society
that  economic  growth,  but
particularly  the: growth of a
capitalist system, could be attamed.
In a country where people with such
sense of  freedom  constitute  the
majority, the  influence suach
instilutions as government, whose
rele in the main is Facilitating things
for the people’s communal life,
wield with repard o individual
freedom and movement is wvery
limited. Such institutions  may
sometimes’ not realize the limits
impesed on the extent of ther
power and may, accordingly, try to
interfere in people’s freedom. But,
i such instances, they may also run
into opposition from the people, 5o
that such governments will operate
within  the limits of the power
willingly and freely given to them
by the socicty they are meant to
serve. Because of this people living
in such countries are, by and large,
conlident aboutl themselves. They
use their creativity extensively. As
long as they believe that their
creativity helps themselves as well
as the sociely in which they operate,
their ability to generdte and
enteértain novel ideas is unlimited,
That 15 why economists, such as
Amartya  Sen, argue that the
broadening of people’s freedom is
both an instrument and goal in

cconomic growth,

In Ethiopia’s modern history, the

power  of

governments  has

invariahly been absolutely

unchecked, while individual
freedom has been highly stifled,
During the imperial era, the
LEmperor, who believed he was the
Elect of God, perceived the limits of
his power as concurrent with his
lifetime and, but for the fear of God,
the then rulers could do anything
they wanted to their subjects. At the
time of Mengistu, this was not
considered  cnough, so  that he
wrmed an  individual's  life  into
something he could manipulate and
play with, as flies-are to wanton,
little bows, if you will. By so doing
he completely desiccated the i*][lt}r
sense of freedom the people had, of
which there was not much to speak
of in the first place. This inner
sense of freedom, which forms one
ol the bases of economic growth,
one would have expected, would get
# second chance al replenishment
after the demise of the Derg regime,
but as things stand now, it couldn't
even convalesce to an even modest
degree. The people’s inner feelings
are still entangled in fear. It is not
many people who believe they have
the ability, as well as the capacity,
to bring about the necessary change,
whether  individually or  through
collective effort,

Although  there  are  multiple

political, economic and  social

causes for this sense of impotence,

when we think particularly of

seeking solutions to the problem,
our main focus should be on how
we could curb the unchecked power
of government that has for long
prevailed in our country, In order 1o
achieve this, our starting peint
should be effecting fundamental

changes in the society's perception
and view of government, as well as
govemmment’s  perception  of  the
people and its own power.  The
people should leam to see the
government and the institutions it
oversees. not as some kind of
manster but as the phenomena they
themselves created for their own
benefit and as instuments for
facilitating their economic growth
and peaceful life. Government
officials and civil servants, for their
part, must be the type that respect
the. people; they must be the type
that recognize the fact that the
political power that they wield is
bestowed on them by the pzople and
that it is absolutely transitory, that
any time any day they could
relinquish this power and become
ordinary citizens living among the
people. They should, accordingly,
use their power properly: It is my
belief that, when the power of any
government 15 unconditionally
subordinated to the principle of the
sovergignty of the people, it will
play a critical role in the enrichment
of the people’s inner sense of
freedom. | also believe that this
enrichment of the peuple’s inner
sense  of freedom is absolutely
without alternative  for  our
economic  growth.  That  the
existence  of @ democratic
government is ‘@ prerequisite for a
country’s  peace, stability and
cconomic prosperity s, over and
above being just a matter of
principle in the abstract, supported
by concrete evidences drawn from
the experiences of many couniries.
That this link between a democratic
system and peace, stability and

economic prosperity, should apply
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to the Ethiopian situation is beyond
any doubt. But it is also my opinion
that the existence of a genuinely
democratic system in our country
has a useful role to play in terms of
our prosperity beyond what  has
been said. And this has to do with
the mmle such a system of
government plays in the enrichment
of our people's inner sense of
freedom that [ have already talked
about: One of the criteria, and the
main one at that, for testing that
genuine democracy exists in a given
socicly is the people’s realization
that they are the force behind the
ascendance of a given goverment
to power and that, if the sad
povemment entertains the idea of
trespassing the limits of the power
bestowed upon it by the peaple,
thew can collectively stop it from
doing so. It is this conviction about
their ability to do so that gives their
inner sense of freedom strength. Tt
is this inner sense of freedom that
also equips them with the courage
and the daring to always take their
own initiative and engage in novel
and batter undertakings,
Conversely, & pgovernment that
governs ‘@ people with such inner
sense of freedom will have neither
the desire nor the capacity to
restrain the freedom, movement and
initiative of its citizens,
Consequently, the  stratepies,
policies and  directives that the
government draws, as well as the
measures, implementation
mechanisms and  administrative
procedures it designs  for  the
realization of the strategies, policies
and  directives  will, in fact,
sense  of

encourape  individuals’

initiative and creativity. It s,

therefore, such individual initiative
and creativity, on the one hand, and
policies and
encourage

governance  that
such  imitiatives and
creativity, on the other, that together
help bring about productivity and
economic growth, as well as the
cultural and social presperity that
necessarily results from the former.

That is why, in my opinion, that, if
we genuinely desire prosperity for
our country, we should all strive
towards the establishment of a
genuinely democratic system in our
country and that we should, as
citizens, do all that we must, both
individually and collectively, for the
successful realization of this goal.

This, however, in no way implics
that the reason for the lack of inner
sense of freedom among our people
is the flack only of political
democracy.  Meither does it mean
that, on the morrow  of  the
establishment of genuine
democracy (for example, if genuine
and honest election were conducted
in 2005), this inner

freedom will be energized, people’s

sense  of
sense  of self-initiative will be
strengthened, the people’s
confidence in their country will be
automatically restored, those living
in exile will return en masse 1o their
homeland, and the youth still living
here will develop a sense of stability
and decide to stay here, etc. All this,
for the simple reason that we cannot
rid ourselves of age old and
complex problems as easily as that,

For instance, one of the reasons, in

my opinion, for the lack of our inner

sense of freedom is the age-old

fatalistic vision of life that is related
to the inculcation of religious ideas,
and that has, for this reason, become
our culture pure and simple. As
Professor Mesfin put it thirty years
back, in a situation where a culture
that views life here on earth as a
venue in which we are preparing
ourselves for death, therefore a
culture  that pays little, i any,

attention  to  earthly

{material)
prosperity and growth, wishing for
economic (earthly) prosperity is
tantamount to indulging in a mere
flight of fancy, The effor one
makes to extricate oneself from
pgverty bases  jself  on  the
conviction that poverty 1s something
that one should flee from. In a
country where a belief system and
culture prevail that view the world
as transitory and, moreover, as a
school where one 15 tested for
qualification to inherit eternal life n
the hereafter. a cuiture and belief
systerm the views poverty not as
something to avert and flee from,
but as a challenge to endure as part
of that test, economic growth s
indeed unthinkable. The inner sense
of freedom that [ spoke of so far
obtains from taking this earthly Tife
earnestly and seripusly. And what,
in tum, obtains from this inner
sepse of freedom is oné’s own
conviction that facing life's
challenges and emerging victorious
in the process are in one's own
hands. It is, consequently, this
conviction that drives forward the
said effort and sense of initiative
and paves the way for economic
growth, A person who views the
world as something evil, a person
who has completely relinguished
the world and the life of its people,
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as well as histher own, to those
forees that hefshe believes are
outside of his‘her control cannot
desire and long for freedom and,
comsequently, is 0 no position o
strain him/herself for prosperity. An
individual ar community that is
affticted with this kind of outlook
not only does not wish for growth,
but it also represents an individual
or community that is a walking
corpse that looks upon those who
have prown and make efforts 1o
arow misanthropically and tries 1o
hinder their progress. No owonder,
then, that poverty keeps going on
the ingcrease in an environment in
which such an outlook prevails. [t
is, in fact, the case that the increase
in poverty fortifies such an outlook
and further drags sociely into an
even  worse  wicious  cyele - of
poverty.

The guestion of hew long such kind
of owloek and attitude have been
existing ‘and taken rTool in our
country can be controversial, | think
that students of culture and history
are better cquipped to answer this
question. In my apinion, however,
when or how such attitude and
cutlook emerged is not the main
issue. It is my conviction, and this is
maore important, that the extent of
the poverty that had been
intensifying over the past forty
vears and the culture of dependency
that came 1n the footsteps of relief
aid in connection with the recurrent
famiine have definitely fortified this
kind of attitude and outlook. IF it's
our wish and desire for the
livelihood of our children. to be
better than ours, if it is eur wish and
desire that the coming generation
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can have access to

enough
resources to live on, if not to live
prosperously, and if it is our wish
that that peneration will grow up
feeling a sense of freedom and
confidence i its country, if indeed
this is our wish and desire, then we
have to confront such deep rooted
aspects of our culture. 1f we must
wish for-a better life, this apathetic
attitude we have towards life must
stop. In order to be able to inculcate
this in the minds of the people, and
if we believe that our culture neads
a radical transformation (1, for one;
believe it does), our profeéssionals
working in the field of culture,
teachers  and  intellectuals  who
nurture and shape the mindset of
our  youth, and mass media
professionals  should have more
courage to step forward. IF the
source of such a negative cultural
attitude happens to be the religious
teachings that have for generations

been inculcated in our minds, then it

requires the wisdom and couragze of

our religious fathers to integrate the
teachings with modern wavs of life
and revise them such that they will
encourage economic growth. In
order for our society to live a much
better life by the year 2028 1 say
that this transformation in  our
should be undertaken
together with bringing about a
better

culwure
democratic  system  of
governance without any further
delay.

Although, by and large, people's
initiative is a result of the urge to
improve one's own and one's
family's livelihoed, and although
need for

there is government

peolicies and governance structure to

strengthen people’s inner sense of
freedom and encourage people’s
self-initiative, from what we leamn
from history, however, and also
from what psychology experts have
repeatedly asserted, what
determines people’s actions is nol
only the material benefit they gain.
People’s actions are also determined
by othiér factors that emanate from
living together as a community,
Among these factors, the one deep
fecling that history has repeatedly
confirmed, and one. that many
people go as far as sacrificing their
lives for, is nationalism/patriotism.
This feeling, when in good hands
and is used for the common good,
greatly  contributes to the
maobilization of people, to  the
unification of communities, to the
creation and consolidation of a
strong  national  culture  and,
consequently, towards using the
torce so molded for the country's
growth and prosperity, In addition
to helping mobilize communities,
such national feeling can, for
instance, help cultivate among eivil
servants the sense of honesty and
beyond
looking only after one's selfish

moral  duty that  goes

advantages to embrace the interests
of the country as a whole. [f we
ook at the experiences of those
countries, we can even say all of
them, who are known to have
achieved a speedy development, we
see that their ability w0 develop an
economic policy based on economic
nationalism has greatly contributed
to the great progress they have
made. [t seems to me that thaose
countries that were very backward
like our own country in erms of

economic development, and that

Ethiopian Economic Association
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had to move with great speed to
catch up with the developed ones,
have been greatly helped to get
where they are by a system of
government founded on a broad
national consensus and one that
gives priority to economic growth,
coupled with a strong desire to
country  and a
guided by
nationalism. In order to achieve

develop one's

strategy coonomic

| this, there must be; first of all, a

government that clearly knows its
territorial boundaries and
recognizes the right to equality of
all the peoples living within the
bounds of that territory. While such

a government should treat all the

" peoples living within its territory

with equality, it must also make
that,
living outside of the given territory,

sure compared to peoples

those within the territory are given

priotity  over those others. The
peoples  living  within  the  said
territory  should  recognize and

accept this arrangement as well, The
nationalism thus created will serve
as a driving force for all sectors of
the society to contribute to their
country’s  development in  their
chosen profession. Such nationalism
will enable a country 1o get all the
contributions that it should get from
all citizens in order to prosper as a
This

however, that

COuntry, does not  mean,
whatever happens,
this nationalist feeling should in any
way be used to put restrictions on
the activities individuals undertake
to improve their livelihoods.
Meither

nationalist feeling will be allowed

does: it mean  such
to benefit a specific group of people
or economic classes at the expense

of the peneral interests of the

Vol. 5 No. 4 / July 2003

country.  That
majority of instances, the kind of

is why, in the

ecconomic growth envisioned here
should be based on a free market
cConomy that ENCOUraLes
competition among
people/consumers and  producers,
particularly at the national level. |
am, finally, of the conviction that it
is possible to tackle in tandem a
national, free market economic
system with country-wide economic

nationalism,

VL Summary and

Conclusions

L |
As I have tried to demonstrate thus
far, | do not think that we need to
dwell that much on the extent to
which Ethiopia’s economy finds
itsell'in a grave situation. But more
than that, if we still continue with
the current trend, what we are going
to bequeath to the next generation
could be worse and, if that be the
case, we are going to be answerable
te history. The fate awaiting the
next generation in the vear 2028 is
in the main determined by the
today, both
individually and collectively. It is

choices we make
possible to achieve better results
than has been attempted hithero. As
I have attempted o point out above,
if we take some policy measures
and properly utilize the manpower
available to us, we will be able to
achieve & much better economic
growth and progress than we would
if we were to continue with the
present trend. However, although
the kind of growth | have in mind
will be much better than what we
have achieved so far, | nevertheless

do not believe it is enough, |

reiterate my conviction that we can
still bring about a much more
superior and extensive change than
that described so far. For this to
happen, however, it is required of us
to take measures to transform the
stifling psychological environment
in which our society operates.
Although the measures | have in
mind are broad and include issues
that 1 have not gone into in my
presentation, | shall focus on three
consider are

basic issues that |

major issues.

One of the main issues. which |
have already mentioned, has to do
with measures that must be taken to
broaden the inner sense of freedom
of individual citizens and our
society as a whole. The broadening
of this sense of freedom requires, in
the areas of politics,  the
establishment  of a  genuinely

democratic  system: 1 have,
moreover, expressed my conviction
that, over and above establishing a
genuinely democratic svstem, our
aftitudes  towards life and those

cultural aspects that determine these

attitudes must  undergo  radical
transformation.  Finally, 1 hawve
attempted o remind  all  those

concerned that, to strengthen our
peaple’s enthusiasm for work and
their diligence, we need to think and
show coucern to one another as one
nation in the economic as well as in
the other sectors, 1 have also tried to
point out that our economic and
other policies should be so designed
as to take into consideration, before
all else, the country's interests, not
limiting themselves 1o our present
concerns only but incorporating the
fate of the future generation into

Ethiopian Economic As
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as well as histher own, to those
forces that he/she believes are
outside of histher control cannot
desire and long for freedom and,
consequently, is in no position to
strain him/herself for prosperity. An
individual or community that is
afflicted with this kind of outlook
not only does not wish for growth,
but it also represents an individual
or community that is a walking
corpse that looks upon those who
have prown and make efforts Lo
grony misanthropically and tries to
hinder their progress. No wonder,
then, that poverty Keeps gomg on
the increase in an environment in
which such an outlook prevails. It
is, in fact, the case that the increase
in poverty fortifies such an cutlook
and further drags society into an
Vicious

evin  worse eyele  of

poverty,

The guestion of how long such kind
of cutlook and attitude have been
existing and taken root in our
country can be controversial. 1 think
that students of cultureg and history
are better equipped to answer this
question. In my opinion; howewver,
when or how  such attitude and
outlook emerged is not the main
issue. It is my conviction, and this is
more important, that the extent of
the poverty that  had  been
imtensifying over the past forty
vears and the culture of dependency
that came i the footsteps of relief
aid in connection with the recurrent
famine have definitely fortified this
kind of attitude and outlook. 1F it's
our  wish and desire for the
livelihood of our children to be
better than ours, i it is our wish and
desire that the coming gencration
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can have @ccess’ o enough
resources to live on, if not to live
prosperously, and if it is our wish
that that generation will grow up
feeling a sense of freedom and
confidence in its country, if mdeed
this 15 our wish and desire, then we
have to confront such deep rooted
aspects of our culture. If we must
wish for a better life, this apathetic
attitude we have towards life must
stop. In order to be able to inculcate
this in the minds of the people, and
it we believe that our culture needs
a radical rransformation (1, for one,
believe it does), our professionals
warking in the field of culture,
teachers and  intellectuals  with
nurture and shape the mindset of
media

our vouth, and mass

professionals  should have more
courage to step forward., If the
source of such a negative cultural
attitude happens o be the religious
teachings that have for generations
been inculcated in our minds, then it
requires the wisdom and courage of
our religious fathers to integrate the
teachings with modem ways of life
and revise them such that they will
encourage economic  growth, In
order for our society to live a much
better life by the year 2028, | say
that this
culture

transformation  in our
should he
together with  bringing  about a

undertaken

better  democratic  system  of
povernance  without any  further
delay.

Although, by and large, people’s
initiative is a result of the urge to
improve one's own and one's
family's livelihood, ‘and although
need for

there 1s gavernment

policies and governance structure 1o

strengthen people’s inner sense of
freedom and encourage people’s
self-initiative, from what we [eamn
from history, however, and also
from what psychology experts have
repeatedly asserted, what
determines people's actions is not
only the material benefit they gain.
People's actions are also determined
by other factors that emanate from
living together as a community,
Among these factors, the one deep
feeling that history has repeatedly
confirmed, and one thal many
people go as far as sacrificing their
lives for, is pationalism/patriotism.
This feeling, when in good hands
and is used for the common good,
preatly contributes 1o the
mohilization of people, to the
unification of communities, 1o the
creation and  consolidation of a
strong  national  culture  and,
consequently, towards using the
force so molded for the country’s
growth and prosperity. In addition
to helping mobilize communities,
such national feeling can, for
instance, help cultivate among civil
servants the scnse of honesty and
beyond
looking enly after one's selfish

moral  duty that pgoes

advantages to embrace the interests
of the country as a whole. If we
look at the experiences of those
countrics, we can even say all of
them, who are known to have
achieved a speedy development, we
see that their ability to  develop an
economic policy based on economic
nationalism has greatly contributed
to the great progress they have
made, It seems to me that those
countries that were very backward
like our own country in terms of

economic developmient, and that
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had to move with great speed to
catch up with the developed ones,
have been greatly helped to pet

where they are by a system of

government founded on a broad
national consensus and one that
gives priority to economic growth,
coupled with a strong desire to
one's

develop country and a

strategy  guided by economic
nationalism. In order to achieve
| this, there must be, first of all, a
government that clearly knows its
territarial boundaries and
recognizes the right to equality of
Lall the peoples living within the
 bounds of that territory. While such
ta government should treat all the
" peoples living within its territory
with cquality, it must also make
sure that, compared to peoples
living cutside of the given territory,
those within the territory are given
priority over those others. The
peoples  living within the said
should

accept this arrangement as well, The

territory recognize  and
nationalism thus created will serve
as a driving force for all sectors of
the society to contribute to their
country’s  development  in their
thosen profession. Such nationalism
will enable a country to get all the
contributions that it should get from
all citizens in order 1o prosper as a
country.  This doss not  mean,
however, that whatever happens,
this nationalist feeling should in any
way be used to put restrictions on
the activities. individuals undertake
o improve their livelihoods,
Meither  does it mean  such
nationalist feeling will be allowed
ta benefit a specific group of people
or economic classes at the expense
of the general interests of  the

Ethiopla’s Fate After One Generation
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country, That is why, in the

majority of instances, the kind of

econamic growth envisioned here
should be based on a free market
cconomy that ENCourages
competition among
people/consumers  and  producers,
particularly at the national level. |
am, finally, of the conviction that it
is possible to tackle in tandem a
national, free market economic
system with country-wide cconomic

nationalism.

VL Summary and
Conclusions

%
As | have tried to demonstrate thus
far, | do not think that we need to
dwell that much on the extent to
which Ethiopia's economy finds
itself in a grave situation, But more
than that, if we still continue with
the current trend, what we are going
to bequeath to the next generation
could be worse and, if that be the
case, we are going to be answerable
to history. The fate awaiting the
next generation in the year 2028 is
in the main determined by the
today, both
individually and collectively, It is

choices we make
possible 1o achieve better results
than has been attempted hitherto. As
I have attempted to point out above,
if we take some policy measures
and properly utilize the manpower
available to us, we will be able o
achieve a much better economic
growth and progress than we would
if we were to continue with the
present trend. However, although
the kind of growth | have in mind
will be much better than what we
have achieved so far, [ nevertheless
do mot believe it is enough. |

reiterate my conviction that we can
still bring about a much more
superior and extensive change than
that described so far. For this to
happen, however, it is required of us
to take measures to transform the
stifling psychological environment
in which our society operates.
Although the measures | have in
mind are broad and include issues
that 1 have not gone into in my
presentation, 1 shall focus on three
basic issues that [ consider are
Mmajor issues.

One of the main issues. which 1
have already mentioned, has 1o do
with measures that must be taken to
broaden the inner sense of freedom
of mdividual citizens and our
society as a whole, The broadening
ol this sense of freedom requires, in
politics,  the
establishment of a

the areas of
genuinely
democratic.  system. [ have,
morecover, expressed my conviction
that, over and above establishing a
genuinely democratic svstem, our
attitudes towards life and those
cultural aspects that determine these
attitudes must  underzo  radical
transformation.  Finally, | have
attempted  to remind  all  those
concerned that, to strengthen our
people’s enthusiasm for work and
their diligence, we need to think and
show concern o one another as one
nation in the economic as well as in
the other sectors. | have also tried 1o
point owt that our economic and
other policies should be so designed
as to take into consideration, before
all else; the country's interests, not
limiting themselves to our present
concerns only but incorporating the

fate of the future generation into
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their objectives. It is my belief that,
nat only must we concretely realize
all these measures judiciously and
in a manner that would not create
discord among ourselves, but we

van alsa actually manage to do so.

But m order to achieve this and
pitch in our sharé of contribution as
citizens. we must, both individually
and colleetively, equip  ourselves
with the courage and enthusiasm
necessary for embuarking upon the
b Although all these measures
reguire:a big effort an the part of the
sovernment, iF iy omy  canviclion
that. most above all, our desire 10
suceged will become o reality if all
of us. those living here in the
country as well as those Ethiopians
living abroad, serlously  give
thought w the fact that we are all
ciiizens of this country, affirm our
beliel in this fact and jealously
suard our mights as citizens and
flfill our dutics  accordingly. |
would hke to use this opportunity 1o
send 0 messaze o the gavernment
about the upcoming elections of
2005, T urge the government to
make: sure that the process and
procedures of the elections would
not oo astray, as they had during the
earlier elections, thereby leading the
sociely into Josing its confidence in
the democratic process. Al the same
time, | would iike to urge the
sopciety nol to wallow o cynigism
and do everything it can and must to
demonstrate that democracy s not
only something we desire but also a
right that we deserve. The cynical
attitude that “whatever | do makes
no difference’ will simply take us
nowhere, In particular, it is highly
expected of our professionals to be
models for future penerations by
belaving and acting in-accordance
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with  what

requires  of

professional  ethie
them, by at |east
working honestly in whatever field
of work they are engaged, if" not
pacticipating in other  national
alfairs.

But can all this certainly happen?
To be certain and say that such
things can happen 15 beyond me as
well as my prafession that is very
much disposed o the culture ol
"forecastng’. Bul | can say one
thing with certainty. Aspiration s
the hasis of all action. As the

Jfereniis-say, if there is any benefit to

be  pamed from  saving  that

something  cannot  be  made 1o
happen. that it cannot be realized®it
is only the hollow satisfaction
hypacrites express In the negative
terms of “didn’t [ tell you!™ Such
kind of

attitude will not obtain even in an

hvpocritical,  sardonic
iota of benefit Lo our people, who
have been suffering the misery of
hunger and absence of freedom for
centuries, and 1o our country, which
has become the laughing stock of
the world for being  poor,
paradoxically with all the potential
resources it has. The non-educated,
illiterate members of the society
that struggle with full of hope 1o
make it in life, even when their
aspirations may not be realized, are
more  useful o themselves
individually and to the country as a
whaole than those with the kind of
sham knowledzeability of the kinds
of cynics. and  hypocrites. that |

spoke of ahove.

Accordingly, then, if starting out
with the hope, with the. optumsm,
that we can bring about all this
change serves as a basis for actlon

as well as our viston of the future,

let me wrap up by starting with this
hope and try to project the bright
vision | bave of whart the livelihood
of Ethiopians would look like in the
year 2028,

Il my vision, the Ethippians of the
vear Z0ZR will bhe daring and
confident, as a result of which they
will net succumb to any  pressire
from the government that would
curb their internal sénse of (reedom.
e Ethiopians of the vear 2028
will Jove their country, Thev will
waork hard both for themselves and
for the collective interests: of their
country. Every part of the country
will be open w oand welcome all
those citizens ready to engage in
work. Those Ethiopians will not
telerate the violation of their rights,
but they will also respect the rights
of uthers. They will properly and
effectively fulfill the duties required
of them as citizens. The Ethiopians
of the year 2028 will feel pained
when someone attempts 1o attack
their country, but hecause they like
and respect their neighbors, they
will work with those neighbors
peacefully and with mutual respect
tor the common good of all, They
will respect their culture. but-at the
same time they will oppose and
resist  those  customs that  they
cansider are inimical 1o growth and

develapment.

In the year 2028, Ethiopia will
become a country with many hig
cities. Whereas Addis Ababa will
have a population of more than 83
million, 5 «cities will have a
populntion of more than | million,
and the number of towns with maore
than 200000 people will be more
than 20, And in all of these cities

and towns, extensive infrastructural
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construction and service projects
{good living quarters, provision of
running and potable water, clean
toilets, electricity, etc) will be
undertaken through the concerted
effort of the government, private
investors and the people. While the
focus of the government will be
limited to those tasks that cannat be
accomplished by the pzople, its
main job will be fo encourage the
people to work together to take care
of their livelihood, Goth city and
national administrations  will not
engage in minor economic sectors,
And the
invalve itself in renting houses.

government  will  not

Kebele kehele
residents will be beneficiaries of

precincts  and

many governmenl services, rebele
officials will be individuals elected
by the people, well known to and
respected By the residents as
members  of the community,
Bywivs within the kebedes will be
built by the cooperation of kebele
people;
likewise, the keheles’ sanitation and

administrations and  the

security will be taken care of by
same. The concemn of residents for
sanitary conditions and cleanlingss
will go beyond caring for just one’s
own residence so as o embrace the
kebedes as a whole and, accordingly,
residents will not tolerate those who
pollute the environment. The people
will not only loathe those who
relieve themselves publicly but will
kefole

administrations 1o make sure that

alsn cooperate with

legal measures are taken against
such them, Asaresult of such steps,
the eovirenment will be kept ¢lean

and sanilary prohlems taken care of

In the Ethiopia of the year 2028,
Ethiopian society will mot tolerate

the: imordinate  poverty  that we
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witness all around us today. Instead,
the society and religious institutions
will combine their efforts to take
care of invalids, orphans, the
elderly, etc. Communities  will
volunteer  their  resources  for
communal growth and progress.
Beggary will become a completely
unaceeptable  phenomenon,  and
there will be no beggars in our
streets, Places of worship will be

free from begears.

Urban investors will look afier their
interests  zealously.  They will
therefore  engage extensively in
activities that will create jobs for the
society.  Their satisfaction  with
their activities will derive not justeg
from. the profits they make but also
from their capacity o créate jobs
that will cnable their fellow citizens
from
prajects
underlaken in urban centers will not

themselves
Construction

o extricate

pUveriy.

only be gualitatively poed but also
architecturally artractive
the quality and beauty of buildings
will  make

Buecause
them  demandahle,
investors will refrain from erecting
shoddy buildings just out of get-
rich-guick mofives, which finally
goes  in their  own
interests. The urban population will

long-term

be such that it urges the governmenl
o bring ander
control, Wehicles that emil excess

urhan  pollution
exhaust from their engines will not
be allowed to operate unchecked,

Cur religious behaviors and
activities will improve abreast of
the ITPrOverment and
transformation of the people’s lives,
Beeause, in the year 2028, people
will be busy, not all davs will he
moments  for religions  worship,
Because the people will not tolerate
noise pollution, religious worship
will be restricted to within the

compounds-of religicus institutions

Places of worship and cemeteries
will be kept clean. The different
religiong will teach not only about
life in the hereatier but also about
the corporeal morality and ethic that
complement the former.

The expansion in this manner of
urban centers and the development
of their economic capacity, together
with the transformation  in the
nutrition of the population, will
contribute to the opening up of new
enterprises in the agricultural scctor
that would bring m new henetits 1o
Farmers. As o oresult, farmers Hiving
i the ourskirts of urban centers will
go o the production of such
commaodities as vepelabies and frun,
pouttry and meat, and similar other
products, from which they will get
higher income. Because of the close
link they will have with urbanites,
the life stvle of these Farmers, far
from being isolated as before, will
assume a semi-urban mode. Recause
of the reduction in the populstion
size of raral areas far from wurban
centers. ot anly will  the
landholding size of farmers increase
but the prices they pet for thesr
products will alse increase because
of the expansion 0f the market
system, Because of the mercase m
their income and the shorage of
tabor dug to oncreased rural-urban
migration, they will be forced 10
employ modern farming techmgues
and,  consequently,  protect  then
enviranment. Because the needs and
demands of the rural population will
ingrease as a result of the growth of
the roral economy, urhan centers
will expand in order 1o meel those
necds and  demands. Many  rural
towns will also have  small-scale
industries; Consequently, in the vear
2028, hunger and deprivation will
have become lepends of the past to

the farmers of Ethiopii
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The Ethiopia | envision for the year
202% will be a country full of
opportunities for those Ethiopians
desirous of making a living and
wealth and for those who have the
inner drive to engage in work, And
as a result of this, Ethiopia will be a
country to which those Ethiopians
living abroad, and who have made
money while there, will flock to
make money here and make their
share  of contribution for the
future progress. The
return of these Ethiopians and the
creation of new jobs by them,

country’s

coupled with those who retum to
serve their country through their
professions,  will  help in  the
proliferation of new knowledge,
better expertise and work ethic,
change of outlook and antitude, etc,
throughout the whole country. The
new  job  opportunities’ and  the
atending growth in one’s area of
profession,  coupled  with  the
extensive individual freedom, will
put a break on the desire to emigrate
to other lands, il not altogether
eliminate it. And those Ethiopians
who go abroad for further education
ar for any other reason will develop
a great enthusiasm for quickly
completing  their  business and
returning to their country.

The Ethiopia | dream of for the year
2028 will be & country in which her
professionals will get the respect
they deserve. Teachers, rather than
being people to be feared by their
students, will be wonderful citizens
respected for the good models they
represent. Our doctors and medical
professionals will be full of big
concern and respect for human life,
people who give all they know to
protect and save human life, people
who, for this reason, will have not
only the respect of people but also
their love; and who will, finally, be
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our worthy citizens leading a good
life as a result of the services they
provide. Civil servants will be the
type of people who are assigned
jobs only on the basis of their
professional expertise, who respect
the people they serve and who have
accepted the fact that they are there
to serve the people, whose salaries
will be commensurate with their
livelihood  needs  and  their
professional skills and expertise,
and who, because of all this, will be
efficient workers who will heartily
provide the services they give to the
people. Our educational institutions
will be centers of learning and
knowledge, They  will be
institutions i which our youth will
develop a strong and free spirit and
civic culture, alongside with the
skills they learn through classroom
instructions. The young people that
go through these institutions will be
both intellectually and ethically
maolded and mature. In 2028, such
epidemics as malaria and AIDS will
not decimate our people. In 2028,
there will be a system of justice
through which any case brought to
court will be duly sertled and
resolved in  the shortest time

possible,

As for those people who will hold
political ~ positions  in the
government, they will be the type
reputed  for  their  capability,
professional ethic and patriotism
(national allegiance) and have the
competence, the passion and the
vision to get the society to a higher
level than that at which if finds
itself presently, Because of this,
elections will be evenis that are
highly competitive, events in which
the people will participate widely
and which will be awaited eagerly.
Outside of these values and
attributes, the geographic and ethnic

onigins and similar other criteria
extraneous to the said attributes will
have no impact, one way or other,
on the results of the elections. In
that wear, 2028, because of the
common life that will be created as
a result of the expansion and growth
of our urban centers, the basis and
hallmark of our identity will be our
urban and, beyond that, our
Ethiopian citizenship,
ethni¢ or racial roots. And people
who ponder along such lines of
thought will be viewed and treated
with disdain. Those Ethiopians scen
walking the streets of our urban
centers will be the type that are
either in haste to go to work or
taking relaxed walks at the end of a
day's work, their faces full of
smiles, clean and well-dressed. In
the Ethiopia of the year 2028, there
will be many modermn cultural and

never our

artistic forums serving as pastimes,
outside of the culture of drinking,
which appears to be the sole
pastime at present.

In our Ethiopia of the year 2028,
children going to kindergarten and
primary schools will be Ethiopians,
who, when asked: “what would you
like to be when you grow up into
adults?" would have the desire and
the daring to answer, with no
hesitation whatsoever: “T would like
to be the President or Prime
Minister of Ethiopia,” much the
same way they would answer that
they would like to be “a doctor.
scientist, pilot, investor, etc”.

Finally, | wish for all of us a life
long enough for us to be able to
witness the emergence, as a reality,

of this Ethiopia!

And 1 thank you!
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Ato Kebour Gena — October 31, 2003
®rof. Mesfin W/Mariam — November 28, 2003
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P. O. Box 34282
Addis Ababa, Ethiopla




Just pay less than 20 Birr and You EE |
have Your ‘Economic Focus’

for the whole year !!
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Make sure to Eak for your \mﬁ.mma ‘Economic Focus’ at:

African Bookshop
Book Center at AAL
The Book World
(:hion Hotels
MEGA Bookshops
Alemu Shop (Near ECA)
Hadia Supermarket
Twins Supermarket
Hill-Belt Restaurant
Semien Hotel
Universal Bookshop
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PRICE BIRR 3.50




