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health services to the increasing size of population required huge resources.
Housing conditions are good indicators of the level of the standard of living
of the people. The deteriorating condition of housing has an implication to
the heath and well-being of the people. A large proportion of houses lack
even the most basic sanitary facilities. With increase in the size of
population, the magnitude of the labour force rises. This heralds increase in
the wori<ing age population that would move into the labour mari<et. The rate
of economic growth being less than that of the labour force growth rate, the
mari<et provides lesser employment opportunities to the school-leavers.
Unemployment and under-employment would be rampant unless
appropriate measures are taken in good time.

1. INTRODUCTION

Rapid population growth induces increased demand for resources and the rate at
which these resources are utilised. Where technology has not been developed to
meet this demand, unproductive methods of resource exploitation have been resorted
to. Consequently, the population carrying capacity of the environment declined and
the quality of land and associated resources (forests, soil, animals, climate, etc.) have
deteriorated.

The rapid growth rate of population is attributed to high birth rate and slowly declining
mortality rate. Fertility has actually increased over the past decade. There has been a
slow but persistent decline in mortality despite war and natural disasters.

Beside the numerical growth in population, its distribution influences the interaction
between population and development. Population distribution by age, sex, and space .

determines the trend in population and socio-economic development. The age and
sex distribution indicates future patterns of population growth, while the spatial
distribution defines access of population to land and other natural resources. .

!
The impact of rapid population growth on economic development could be observed
in terms of productivity changes in the economic sectors. In the agricultural sector,
particularly in crop production, the effect of population growth on productivity has been
negative and measures taken to reverse it have been ineffective. Thus, the attainment
of the goal of food self-sufficiency has become the task of Tantalus.

In the education sector, a large proportion of the school age population has remained
outside the school system. Moreover, the rapid increase in enrolment relative to
facilities, the increase in studenUteacher ratio, and increase in the number of students
per class room reflect the decline in the quality of education. This problem is
aggravated by budgetary constraints in the education sector
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that contribute to high level of fertility could be early marriage, traditional values
attached to children, low status of women in the society and lack of access to family
planning services.4

Why is fertility rate among rural women high? The difference in rural and urban TFR
increased from 1.80 children per woman in 1984 to 2.69 children per woman in 1994.
The high fertility in rural areas is due to low level of education among rural women. It
was found out that illiterate women had more probability of bearing children than
urban women who had better access to education. In 1994 the highest estimated
fertility rate was recorded in the rural settings of Oromiya (7.4) and SNNPR (7.2) while
in Addis Ababa fertility was estimated to be 2.1 children per woman.

The decision to give birth is not left to women alone. They would have delayed the
decision to give birth to a child if they were given better the chance, since the
opportunity cost of their time would increase.

ii. Mortality: Another important variable in population dynamics is mortality. Mortality
is linked to factors such as age, sex, occupation, race, and health. Since mortality and
health have close relation, it serves as an indicator of status of health, but it does not
tell us everything about health, because health is complex and difficult to gauge.

i

The data available indicate that Ethiopia has one of the lowest life expectancy at birth
and highest infant and child mortality.s As an indicator of mortality conditions life
expectancy at birth, declined from 51.9 years in 1984 to 50.7 in 1994, revealing that it
is one of the lowest rates in Africa. In the same period infant mortality rate increased
from 110 deaths per 1000 live births in 1984 to 116 in 1994, and this was one of the
highest rates by African standards. According to the CSA medium variant projection,
infant mortality rate (IMR) is projected to decline to 110 in 2000 and to 42 by 2030. In
the rural areas, IMR increased from 116 in 1984 to 121 in 1994, while in the urban
areas, it increased from 94 to 98 in the same period. In this period it was noted that
male infants die more than female ones in both rural and urban areas. Considering
the regions, Benshangul Gumuz had the highest IMR with 139 and Addis Ababa had
the lowest, 78 in 1994. Generally speaking, IMR is very high in all regions of the

country6

Children under age 5 faced high mortality rate, which increased from 159 per 1000 to
171 in 1994. Child mortality was higher in the rural areas than in urban areas.
Education had effects on both fertility and mortality; children whose parents had senior
secondary and higher education were less likely to die than children whose parents
had little or no education. In 1994, IMR in a family where parents were illiterate was
122 and for parents with senior secondary education was 50. Differences in levels of
child mortality were also observed between regions in the country. The highest
mortality rate for children under age 5 was estimated to be 206 for Benshangul
Gumuz, while the lowest rate of 109 was for Addis Ababa7
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annum.15 Regionally speaking, Addis Ababa is completely urbanised, followed by
Dire Dawa and Harari, with 70 and 59 per cent of their population residing in urban
areas, respectively in 1999. Tigray and Gambella have 15 per cent of their population
in urban areas.

The estimated rate of growth of urban population indicated that the SNNPR has the
highest rate of 5.35 per cent, followed by Gambella, with 5.03 per cent in 2000. The
lowest rate is in Addis Ababa. The urban growth rate is projected to be more than 3
per cent per annum, by 2025-2030, in all regions with the exception of Addis Ababa
and Harari, where the rate is projected to be 1.7 per cent and 2.9 per cent,
respectively.16 Though the rate is declining, the urban population is growing in
absolute terms. The urban population of Ethiopia is distributed in cities of different
sizes. Addis Ababa has the highest share with 27 per cent of the total urban
population, followed by Dire Dawa and Nazareth. The region that has the highest
share of the total population, Oromiya, has a low share of the urban population (17.3

per cent).

3. EFFECTS OF RAPID POPULATION GROWTH ON
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The effects of rapid growth of population on social and economic development are
complex and adverse in their nature. In this paper economic effects are explained in
terms of crop production, savings and investment ratios, labour force and employment
and environment.

3.1. Some Economic Effects

i. Effects on Crop Production: Crop production is essentially determined by the
availability of land. The man/land ratio has been increasing with rapid population
growth reducing the supply of arable land for crop production. The cropland, it is
reported, represented only 12.7 per cent of total land area, pasture land 41.0 per cent,
forest and woodland 25.0 per cent, and other land including wilderness 21.4 per
cent17. Moreover, the traditional farm technology could not cope with the demand for
food by the rapidly growing population.

The problems associated with crop production have obstructed the attainment of the
goal of food self-sufficiency. Moreover, the growth in population does not seem to
accommodate the attainment of the goal in the coming few decades.

As mentioned earlier, with increase in population, the size of land holding diminishes
with a consequent decline in per capita food production. Table 3 below reveals the
situation in the country.
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The increase in the urban labour force could also be attributed to the rural- urban

migration.

The level and pattern of employment, as indicated in the 1994 census, reveals that
the rural small-holder peasant sector and the informal sector account for more than
85 per cent of the economically active labour force. The proportion of the urban labour
force was about 15 per cent of the total.

Agriculture is the major provider of employment engaging 90 per cent of the total
labour force. Wholesale and retail trade, hotels and restaurants, personal and social
services and other service sectors have their minor share of the employed labour
force. A significant decline in labour absorption was observed in the public
administration and defence sector, and this seems to have aggravated the
unemployment problem.26 The share of public administration and defence in the total
active labour force has dropped sharply from 45 per cent in 1984 to 10 per cent in
1994. But this share of employment in the defence sector must have increased due to
the recent Ethio-Eritrean war. This has direct and indirect bearing on the general level
of employment.

The employment status of economically active population reflects that the self-
employed and unpaid family workers account for more than 90 per cent of the
employed labour force. There has been a shift within the composition of the labour
force between 1984 and 1994. The proportion of the self-employed dropped from 57
per cent to 39.5 per cent, while the unpaid family workers rose from 34 per cent to 51
per cent There has also been a shift in the pattern of employment from government
to the private sector (CSA 1999).

The limited job opportunities in the formal sector and the increasing urban labour
force have given rise to the informal sector employment in urban areas. The urban
informal sector survey conducted by the CSA in 1996 reveals that a total of about
731,000 persons were employed in the urban informal sector. The informal sector has
engaged 51 per cent of the economically active population in Addis Ababa. The
survey result indicates that the service workers, sales workers and crafts and related
workers account for 85 per cent of the urban informal sector employment. Women
account for 65 per cent of urban informal sector employment.27

Of the total economically active population of 14.7 million in 1984, about 1.2 per cent
were unemployed, while 2.9 per cent of 26.5 million economically active population
were unemployed in 1994. The rate of unemployment in the urban areas was 2.8 per
cent in 1984 and it became 22.0 per cent in 1994. Rural unemployment was less than
1 per cent. Unemployment was severe among women population than among men.
Urban unemployment has increased by threefold in the decade between the two
censuses. The number of the unemployed rose from 114 thousand in 1984 to 605
thousand in 1994. With the increase in population, both in relative and absolute terms,
the rate of unemployment is expected to rise.
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